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Summative Administration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to What’s New or Improved for Test Administration for the Spring 2026 Illinois Assessment of Readiness and the Illinois Science Assessment. Today’s video provides a brief description of high-level changes and improvements to platforms, policies, and manuals used to administer the Illinois Assessment of Readiness and the Illinois Science Assessment.



Agenda

• TestNav

• Professional Development

• Materials Ordering

• Accommodations

• Manuals, Ancillaries and Testing Platform

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We will review an important TestNav update, professional development or PD opportunities, changes to materials ordering, significant changes to student testing accommodations, and highlight updates for manuals, ancillaries, and the Illinois Testing Platform.



TestNav Update

Uninstall 
Legacy 

TestNav App 

Install TestNav 
Web App for 
Chrome OS
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Presentation Notes
All devices will require a TestNav update. The Legacy TestNav App will need to be uninstalled. The TestNav Web App for Chrome OS will need to be installed on all devices used for testing. Let's look at this update in more detail.
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As previously mentioned, you must uninstall the Legacy TestNav app from any device used for testing, and you must install the new TestNav app on all Chromebooks before Spring 2026 testing. You can find step-by-step directions on the Support Page in the Technical Bulletin titled, “Updated: TestNav – NEW Chromebook Support for School Year 2025-2026,” which was most recently revised on July 8, 2025. Installing the new TestNav app requires planning, resources, and time to complete and verify before testing begins on March 2, 2026. Please start updating your Chromebooks as soon as possible. If you are unsure how to begin, call Pearson’s helpdesk at 1-833-213-3879 or book office hours sessions from the Pearson Support Site Technology Setup tab to have a field services engineer assist with this task.



Professional Development

Learning Management System

Delivered through Support Site Training Tab

Assessment Literacy Professional Development

Test Administration Training for the IAR and ISA

Create account on il.mypearsonsupport.com

Be awarded Professional Development Credit

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Illinois State Board of Education or ISBE is introducing a new initiative this year to offer professional development credit to educators who engage with training modules available through the Learning Management System on Pearson’s Support Site.
To access the Assessment Literacy Professional Development and Test Administration Training for the Illinois Assessment of Readiness or IAR and Illinois Science Assessment or ISA, educators must first create an account on il.mypearsonsupport.com.
All training completed through Pearson’s Learning Management System, including this training, will now be recognized as valid professional development and will count toward the fulfillment of required professional development hours for Illinois educators.
Credit will be awarded at a 1:1 ratio, so each 15 minutes of video-based training or professional development will equate to 15 minutes of professional development credit.
�
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(DTCs and STCs or Administrators) can manage the Learning Management System through the Illinois Support Site at il.mypearsonsupport.com by first selecting the Training menu and then scrolling to the LMS Training section.
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Next, select a training or professional development opportunity of interest. A prompt will display to Sign In or Create an Account. 
Create an account using your school email address and create your own personal password. 
After you create an account, the system will prompt you to complete your profile by entering your IEIN number, so ISBE can provide you professional development credit as you complete a course.
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The Learning Management System currently offers professional development opportunities on Assessment Literacy and training for test administration of the Illinois Assessment of Readiness and Illinois Science Assessment. 
Scroll through the catalog and use the filters to target specific training or professional development opportunities. As you complete courses available to you, ISBE will record your professional development credit. Professional Development credits will be awarded at the end of each month and at that time PD Plus hours will be added into your account. Once added, please complete the training survey in your PD Plus account under the bell icon.
Now that we’ve reviewed how to register for, access, and use the LMS, let’s review how ordering materials is changing in 2026.



Ordering Materials

• No longer shipping paper test kits to schools 

• Retiring the Initial Orders and Additional Orders windows

• Placing orders within a single Ordering window

• Districts and schools placing orders for paper testing

• Ordering paper, large print, braille kits, or additional proctor scripts and manuals

• Order window opening February 16, 2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Pearson will continue to ship materials to your districts and schools; however, starting in the Spring of 2026, there will be changes in the shipping and delivery of materials. Testing Coordinator Manuals, Test Administration and Proctoring Manuals, and Test Coordinator kits will continue to be shipped to districts and schools as they have been in the past. 
Pearson uses a formula to calculate the number of manuals and Test Coordinator kits that are shipped across the state. This year, Pearson will no longer ship paper test kits to schools based on initial orders. The Initial Orders and Additional Orders windows are retiring and are being replaced with a single ordering window. This means that orders will no longer be automatically placed for accommodations that are entered into the platform by a given Initial Order deadline, as it has been done in the past. Each district or school will be responsible for ordering all paper, large print, and braille kits, as well as additional paper proctor scripts and manuals. Other materials, such as UPS return labels, headers, paper bands, and shipping boxes, will also be available for order. 
Orders will still be managed from the Illinois Administration Platform by selecting “Manage Orders” from the Orders drop-down menu in the Navigation pane. The window for ordering paper and shipping materials begins February 16, 2026. Now, let’s review how the student accommodations suite is being updated.



Accommodations Updates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Significant changes are happening for the Illinois Grades 3-8 Summative Assessment student accommodations suite. 
Co:Writer has been merged with Read&Write, which will have implications for students who use Co:Writer for speech-to-text and word prediction support. 
Starting in the Spring of 2026, Read&Write will be the primary extension that students will use to access speech-to-text and word prediction on Illinois Assessment of Readiness and Illinois Science Assessment tests. 
Everway, the company that owns both Read&Write and Co:Writer, has replaced the Read&Write word prediction widget with Co:Writer’s word prediction widget and has retired the remainder of Co:Writer.



Accommodations Updates
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In the Spring of 2026, students will use Read&Write speech-to-text and word prediction. The word prediction features between Read&Write and Co:Writer are similar. For example, when a student enters a text-entry interaction using Co:Writer, the word prediction box appears before a student enters the information. When a student enters a text-entry interaction using Read&Write with word prediction enabled, however, the word prediction box appears after a student enters information. 
Both features provide a list of numbered words for students to choose from as they type.



Accommodations Updates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Accessibility Features and Accommodations Manual will receive an extensive update, including an overhaul of the available testing options for students with disabilities and English learners. It will be shortened and reauthored to be more user friendly. 
A new Online Accommodated form type has been created for ELA, Math and Science. A Math test has been developed that is compatible with the embedded speech-to-text functionality in TestNav. This means that students with an IEP for speech-to-text can now be assigned.



Accommodations Updates



New Accommodation Type – 
The Online Accommodated Form – Bundle
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The Online Accommodated ELA/L Form – Bundle is available for students with an Individualized Education Plan or IEP and 504 plan. These supports must be described in the IEP plan supports for test administration.
The Online Accommodated ELA/L test remains largely the same as last year. It includes text-to-speech functionality by default. To enable additional supports, like speech-to-text or word prediction, the School Test Coordinator or designated Test Support Staff must assign these accommodations in the upload template or directly assign these accommodations in the user interface as well as assign the student to the Online Accommodated ELA/L Form – Bundle. A new feature this year is that the Proctor Read Aloud support is now built into the Proctor Dashboard. This allows students to either use the text-to-speech feature or have the test read aloud by a proctor or a combination of both. This added flexibility helps schools better allocate resources for students who require reading support.
The Online Accommodated Mathematics Form – Bundle is available for students with an IEP, 504 plan, or English Learners with a documented plan that describes the need for the supports provided in the Online Accommodated Mathematics Test.
Starting in Spring of 2026, the Online Accommodated Mathematics test for Grades 3-8 will include new accessibility features. In addition to the existing text-to speech support, the test will now come preloaded with speech-to-text and word prediction tools. This is the first time these writing supports are available for Grades 3-8 math assessments. The test will also feature built-in Proctor Read Aloud support on the Proctor Dashboard. This allows flexibility for students with IEPs and 504 plans who require both reading and writing support. By loading both the text-to-speech functionality and the Proctor Read Aloud support options help schools better plan and allocate resources to meet individual student needs.
The Online Accommodated Science Form – Bundle is available for students with an IEP, 504 plan, or English Learners with a documented plan describing the need for the supports provided in the Online Accommodated Science Test.
For Spring 2026, the Online Accommodated Science test will include several built-in supports to better serve students with accommodations:
Text-to-speech will be available on all science tests.
Speech-to-text and word prediction will now be preloaded into the test, rather than assigned through the Personal Needs Profile or PNP accommodations upload. This change is expected to reduce the number of students missing expected supports.
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Proctor Read Aloud will be embedded directly into the Proctor Dashboard. 
The Proctor Read Aloud is located in the upper left corner of the Proctor Dashboard. Text-to-speech is embedded in the Online Accommodated Form – Bundle. In this example the student has been assigned the Online Accommodated Form – Bundle. The text-to-speech player is available for the student’s use throughout the test. The Test Proctor may also select the Read Aloud button from the dashboard and select Print to open the credentials in a new browser tab for printing. The Proctor will log into TestNav using the credentials on another screen in order to read the test aloud to the student.
These enhancements offer greater flexibility for schools when scheduling support staff. For students with IEPs or a 504 plan who require both reading and writing assistance, a human reader may still be necessary. Including both text-to-speech functionality and Proctor Read Aloud options, provides flexibility and ensures that students receive the appropriate support based on their individual needs.



Accommodations Updates
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The Accommodations Upload Template is undergoing an extensive revision as well.



Accommodations Upload Template Revisions

• Locally provided accommodations not recorded in the Illinois Administration 

Platform

• Districts and schools responsible for assigning, administering, documenting 

and maintaining all locally provided accommodations records

• Retired Assistive Technology – Non-Screen Reader Form

• Combined with Screen Reader Form

• Retired Human Reader Tests

• Proctor Read Aloud in Proctor Dashboard eliminated the need
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The Accommodations Upload Template will be revised to account for the following:
Locally provided accommodations will not be recorded in the Illinois Administration Platform any longer. Districts and schools will be responsible for assigning, administering, documenting and maintaining all locally provided accommodations records.
The Assistive Technology – Non-Screen Reader form is being retired. The assistive technology supports have been combined with the screen reader form supports, eliminating the need to retain both form types.
Human Reader Tests are being retired since the Proctor Read Aloud in the Proctor Dashboard eliminated the need to create them.



Accommodations Upload Template Revisions

• Added New Online Accommodated Form

Other Notable Accommodations to Watch For:

• Text-to-Speech voice replaced with a more modern version

• Reads content more fluidly

• New Science Practice Tests, adding speech-to-text

• New ELA and Math Practice Tests published with IAR released items

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A new Online Accommodated form is being added.
Other Notable Accommodations to Watch For:
The Text-to-Speech voice has been replaced with a more modern version that reads content more fluidly.
New Science Practice Tests adding speech-to-text.
New ELA and Math practice tests are being developed with released items from the IAR bank and will be published with text-to-speech.
Now that we’ve reviewed how the student accommodations suite is being updated, let’s move onto other updates.



Manuals, Ancillaries, and Platform

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There will be updates to Manuals, Ancillaries, and the Illinois Administration Platform. 
You can expect significant revisions to the Test Coordinator’s Manual and Test Administration and Proctoring Manual as well as user interface updates to the Illinois Administration Proctor Dashboard. 



Test Proctor Scripts
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Finally, expect extensive revisions to the paper-based Test Proctor Scripts, including new instructions for writing the ELA essay. 
You can expect a reauthoring of the computer-based Test Proctor Scripts, including new ELA essay instructions. You can also expect to find detailed instructions and visual aids for logging into TestNav from the Illinois Administration Platform, as well as using seal codes.



Test Proctor Scripts Sample
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Both the paper-based and computer-based Test Proctor Script student directions will continue to be translated into ten native languages, but those translations will be provided as side-by-side instructions this year. 
In this example, the Spanish directions appear immediately after the English directions. Beneath the Spanish text, an audio file is available to play the directions aloud in case a qualified Spanish speaker is not present on test day. All Test Proctor Scripts will follow the same format: the English directions will be first, followed by the translated directions in the student’s native language, followed by an audio recording of those translated directions.



Contact Information

Email Pearson:
SCHIllinoisTeam@pearson.com

Illinois Customer Support:
1-833-213-3879

Illinois Support Page
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/
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This concludes the What’s New or Improved for Test Administration of the Spring 2026 Illinois Assessment of Readiness and the Illinois Science Assessment. 
We hope that you have found this training useful for learning more about the Spring 2026 testing season. For questions, please contact Pearson by email at SCHIllinoisTeam@pearson.com or call customer support at 1-833-213-3879. You may also visit the Illinois Support Page to schedule a meeting with Customer Support by selecting the Support button.

mailto:SCHIllinoisTeam@pearson.com
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/
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